THE          DUMP          AT          BETHUNE

are armed with rifles. Each of the lorries behind will
carry a driver and one other man, both armed with
rifles. If you should be surprised on the road, sacri-
fice the first vehicle by pulling it across to block the
way. Dismount the men, take cover, and hold off
the attack till the remainder of the vehicles have had
time to turn and get away . . . Other way round,
of course, coming back. That clear ? "

" Yes, sir," answered the sergeant, stolidly.

" You, Paterson," continued the Captain, " with
your driver, and two men in the back of your car,
will go on at least half a mile ahead of the column
to reconnoitre. Halt the column at the top of the
road leading to the dump while you go forward and
make a reconnaissance of the area. Make certain
the enemy aren't the other side of the factory. When
you're sure it's safe, pull in and start loading. You
ought not to take more than an hour and a half.
I'll leave it to you to post sentries and mount the
Bren-gun and the anti-tank rifle in the best positions.
Any questions ? "

" No. It all sounds like child's play/' said the
subaltern, ironically.

The Captain turned once more towards Sergeant
Lambert.

" It's up to you, sergeant," he said earnestly, " to
impress on the men the absolute necessity for quiet.
No talking at all. Any orders must be passed down
the column in whispers. And definitely, no smoking.
Make as little noise as possible. Don't accelerate too
much. And don't rev. up when changing gear.
When you're on the road keep the vehicles close
together to avoid losing touch in the dark. Remember
you can't be too careful on a job like this. See that
the men realise it."

" I will, sir," said the sergeant.
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